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Noon
Mon March 24
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Weds March 26
Noon
Sun
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Blue & Gold Cub Scouts Banquet
Bingo
Tompkins County American Legion Meeting at Post 770
Squadron 770 Sons of the American Legion Meeting
Snowmobile Club Meeting
Unit 770 American Legion Auxiliary Meeting
Board of Trustees Meeting
Department Oratorical Contest in Albany
5th Lenten Steak & Fish Fry Dinner – Public Invited – Phil Colvin’s Crew
Boy Scouts Spaghetti Dinner – Public Invited
Day Light Savings Time Begins – Set Clocks Ahead an Hour
Girl Scouts Tea Party
Bingo
Post 770 American Legion Meeting
Lions Club Annual Senior Citizen’s Luncheon
Pioneer Seed Company Luncheon Meeting
6th Lenten Steak & Fish Fry Dinner – Public Invited – Don Smith’s Crew
Landowners Appreciation Dinner by the Snowmobile Club
Palm Sunday
Kid’s Easter Party (See Special Events)
St Patrick’s Day – Wearing of the Green
Bingo
Snowmobile Club Meeting
American Legion Hill Days in Albany
Board of Trustees Meeting
Spring Begins
7th Lenten Steak & Fish Fry Dinner – Public Invited –Jim Heroux’s Crew
American Legion Birthday Dinner (See Special Events)
Easter
Breakfast – Public Invited
Post Closed for Easter – Bar is Closed All Day
Bingo
Post 770 American Legion Meeting
Senior Citizen’s Luncheon
Birthday Party
Washington American Legion Conference
Bingo
CHAPLAINS CORNER

Sick Call: Barb Cole: CMC – Now Home

Jean Hovencamp: ICU – CMC
1

Phil Garrow: ICU - CMC

Taps: Robert (Bobby) Johnson: passed away January 16, 2008 at the Bath Veteran’s Center. He served with the 5th
Army during WWII, preparing smoke screens for the troops to enter combat in Italy. Booby was a life member of
both the VFW Post 961 and the American Legion Post 221. Although not a member of Post 770, he was so active
in veteran activities that everyone from all the area Posts knew him.
Catherine B. Stover: passed away at her home on January 24, 2008. She was the sister of long time member
Lester Burns.
Ermina Chiesa: passed away on January 30, 2008. She was the mother of member Tony Chiesa.
Ollie J. Huddle: died February 5, 2008 at his residence. He is a member of Post 770 and a veteran of the Korean
Conflict. Burial took place in the Grove Cemetery with full military honors provided by the Post 770 funeral
detail and active military personnel.
Notes That Tap Deep Emotions: “Fading light dims the sight, and a star gems the sky, gleaming bright. From
afar drawing nigh – falls the night.” “Day is done, gone the sun, from the lake, from the hills, from the sky. All is
well, safely rest, God is nigh.” “Then good night, peaceful night, till the light if the dawn shineth bright, God is
near, do not fear – Friend, good night.” Written by General Daniel Bitterfield, with an assist from his bugler,
Oliver W. Norton, in 1862. There are no official lyrics to Taps. There are several variations of the lyrics in use
today. The above are some of the frequently used.
It was decided to add a bit of explanation regarding Taps and Folding of the American Flag under “Chaplains
Corner” this month. For many years now our Post has been able to honor our fallen comrades by conducting a
service with full military honors. On January 31st, 15 of our funeral detail met with 3 regular Army Specialists
from Bath, NY for the purpose of instruction and certification of the Army’s way to properly conduct a military
service. We observed and participated in folding of the American Flag for more than two hours. Our chief
instructor is called to perform this service about 50 times each month. Since returning from Iraq, this is his
assignment for the next year. Our detail provides the color guard, firing squad, bugler, and Chaplain at military
funerals. In the event this crew from Bath is not available on a particular day we are now certified to fold the flag
as well. It is with honor and dignity that our American Legion Post is able to perform this function when asked to
do so for our departed veterans.
POST NEWS
Almost every February we put a picture in the newsletter titled “The Immortal Chaplains”. Perhaps this should have been
accompanied by a brief explanation. The ship, with 4 Chaplain’s: a rabbi, priest, and 2 ministers aboard, was torpedoed.
As the ship, the USS Dorchester, began to sink, the Chaplains took off their life jackets and gave them to others without
any so that they might be saved. When the Dorchester went beneath the waves it has been documented that the 4
chaplains were last seen on deck with hands clasped singing praises to God. The government, to remind us of this heroic
deed, has issued a postage stamp depicting that fateful day. … We have been asking for help in procuring mannequins and
thanks to Ruth Doane we have 5 for our museum. I was elated to see a mannequin with a Navy Uniform on as I entered
the Post recently to attend a meeting. It appears at last we are making some progress. Hopefully we can keep the ball
rolling and accomplish some of our goals. We would welcome anyone who would like to help out in setting up a
museum, library, hanging pictures, or displaying artifacts. We haven’t set times or dates yet so we remain very flexible.
…We were pleased to note an increase in the Bingo attendance near the end of January. It seems not everybody went
south seeking warmer weather. …We are well into our Lenten Steak & Fish Fries. We certainly do appreciate your
continued patronage. Great food, great friends, that’s what it’s all about. …Speaking of food, our sink grease trap was
cleaned recently and it sure was full. If you are working with the dishwasher, please be sure to scrape those dishes extra
clean and help prevent a jammed dishwasher and grease trap. …Lisa J. Gilson, daughter of Susan & Bob Sullivan &
granddaughter of Izzy Duddleston, has been promoted to Staff Sergeant. Lisa has been in the Air Force for 6 years and is
currently assigned to Randolf Field in San Antonio, Texas. …Contact has recently been made with Melissa A Granger,
Deputy Director Vietnam Veterans of America Accredited Representative for the Seneca County Veterans Service
Agency. If you live in Seneca County and have any questions regarding Veteran affairs, Melissa would more than
welcome your inquiry.
She may be reached via phone at 315-539-1798 or 800-688-7188, Ext 1798 or
mgranger@co.seneca.ny.us. Her address is 1 DiPronto Drive, Waterloo, NY 13165. …Have you been in the banquet room
lately? Earl Wright, Jr. and Mike Wright got into a benevolent mood recently and transformed its appearance with a great
paint job. We of Post 770 thank you whole-heartedly for your generous donation. It sure is appreciated.
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SPECIAL EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Kid’s Easter Party: Will take place on Sunday March 26th from 1:00 – 3:00 PM. The event will include all kids from
newborn to 12 years of age. Following the Easter egg hunt, the Easter Bunny will hop to each little girl and boy with a
basket full of goodies. There will be refreshments for all. Parents and Grandparents will need to sign up your children by
March 13th.
American Legion Birthday Dinner: is being held at 7:00 PM, Saturday March 22nd. Hors d’oeuvres at 6:30. Come and
celebrate the birthday of our organization which was founded in 1919. We ask you to please call or sign up at the Post for
reservations so that we may have an attendence count.
Lenten Steak & Fish Fry Dinners: will continue every Friday night until Easter. Be assured we use fresh, not frozen
fish. Please come and join us for a great time.
Lion’s Club Corned Beef and Ham Senior Citizen’s Dinner: is put on annually around St Patrick’s Day for our
community Senior Citizen’s. Be sure to check the local papers for all of the necessary inof. The time is from 4:00 – 9:00
PM on March 12th. See you there.
NALPA (National American Legion Press Association): Looking for some on-line help. NALPA is looking for a
webmaster, The web needs to be an integral part of any organization’s communications strategy. A quarterly newsletter
is a good thing, but a web site can offer instant access and constant updates. Given the costs of publishing and mailing a
newsletter, a web site is a wise investment which allows much more space, can be quickly changed and has the potential
to reach many more viewers. NALPA’s little share of cyberspace is located at www.nalpa.legion.org but it hasn’t been
updated in a while because we don’t currently have anyone assigned to oversee it. If you have web deisng skills and
would like to put them to good use for our organiztion, please contact Executive Director Michael P. Duggan at
mdug1015@roadrunner.com.
Uniforms for Mannequins: We now have four or five great looking robust figures just waiting to be clad. Thanks to a
generous donation. I have looked far and wide for several uniforms that were in the Post, but was unable to locate them.
We have a Navy (Coast Guard is the same) uniform. We need Army, Air Force, and Marine uniforms of substantcial size.
If you have one to give up we’ll try it on the mannequins in the meetihng room to see if it fits.
“Walk of Honor”: Inscribed bricks are not being installed right now because of the cold an snowy wether. However,
we continue to take orders to be processed when the weather becomes warmer. Application forms may be found in the
entryway to the lounge beneath the calendar.
Post 770 Website- www.post770.com : Patrick Richar at 111 Third Street, Waterford, NY 12188-2430 is looking for
photos and info of interest to our Legion family. Check out our website to find out what’s new.
MEMBERSHIP
Presently we have 374 members signed up. Not bad, but still 19 short of our goal of the393 Veterans that are out there
just waiting to be asked to join or re-up. Let’s see if we can reach 100% for 2008. Welcome new member Skylar F.
Bradley presently on active duty.
AUXILIARY NEWS

Membership is at 129 seniors and 6 juniors. Our quota is 162. We welcome Ann Swift to seniors. We just finished our 5th
month into Bingo. I understand the license is renewed for another 6 months. Gary & Cindy Reckdenwald & Al Richar
are doing an outstanding job chairing Bingo. Thank you to them and to all volunteers who help out & to the kitchen crew.
There are no Auxiliary dinners in February and March due to the Lenten Fish Fries. April 17th will be the next dinner.
Ruth Doane has donated five mannequins to the Post to be dressed in military outfits. There is one in the hallway dressed
in a Navy uniform. Irene Asay is recovering from a fall. Jean Hovencamp is in ICU at CMC. Our best to both of them.
Our condolences to Tony & Roberta Chiesa on the loss of his mother. Thanks to Earl Wright Jr. & David Wright for
painting the banquet room. It looks very nice. The kids Easter party is March 16th from 1–3:00 PM. We would like to
wish a very Happy 87th birthday to Post 770. For future reference: The Auxiliary will celebrate 75 years in March 2009.
Happy St. Patrick’s Day To All.
Respectfully submitted, Marge Bennett
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SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION
Membership is still lagging from our goals. So, come on out and re-up guys.
As we published last month…. From the National SAL news…”Armed Forces Day (May 17) is about to have a much
deeper meaning for Sons throughout the nation. That date has been chosen as the SAL’s National Assistance to Veterans
Day. Every SAL squadron is being asked to do something special for one or more veterans, or their families.” Since then,
we have contacted Sis Conrad, the Voluntary Service Specialist at the Bath VA. She told us they are in the process of
making a “Wander Garden” and that they could use benches and other lawn furniture. It seems that we have enough talent
in the SAL to build some items for them. Any ideas or help would be greatly appreciated.
The SAL has donated 12 new commercial grade bar stools to the legion lounge and they have finally arrived. So come on
in and sit a spell. During our next meeting on March 3rd, we will spend the evening refurbishing some of the old stools to
use as back-ups. Don’t forget to bring your wrench and screwdriver.
The SAL is presently having a Mothers Day raffle for a Digital Camera/Printer bundle. It’s a very nice package so come
on out and take a chance.
We would again like to thank all the members and supporters for their generous donations to HERE4YOU. If anyone
wishes to make additional donations, there is a drop box at the Post. Just a reminder – collection of these health and
wellness items was not just a Holiday endeavor. It will continue as long as our troops are in harms way. Once again, thank
you all for such heartfelt support.
As mentioned, our next meeting is March 3rd.
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